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The last peanut production manual for 
Papua New Guinea (PNG) was published in 
1977 by the Department of Primary Industry, 
Port Moresby. The PNG peanut industry has 
declined significantly since the 1970s, for 
various reasons. However, peanuts have 
recently started to regain their popularity and 
are now seen as an important cash crop for 
many smallholder farmers. The area planted 
to peanuts is expanding at a smallholder 
level, and substantial areas of commercial 
production are also being planted. This should 
lead to the return of the peanut industry over 
the next 5 years.

Publication of this best management 
production manual is thus timely, and 
will help the wide spectrum of industry 
stakeholders interested in growing and 
marketing peanuts in PNG. The content of the 
manual comes largely from research funded 
by the Australian Centre for International 
Agricultural Research (ACIAR) and is aimed 
at developing varietal and management 
practices to improve peanut production and 
quality (ACIAR projects ASEM/2001/055 and 
SMCN/2004/041). Expert advice from various 
sources in Australia (BGA AgriServices, 
Peanut Company of Australia, Queensland 

Department of Primary Industries and 
Fisheries) and PNG (National Agricultural 
Research Institute, Ramu Agri-Industries 
Limited and Trukai Industries Limited) has 
been sought in the preparation of the manual.

Early studies from research plots indicate 
that new varieties, grown using improved 
production practices, have a two to 
threefold increase in yield over local 
varieties. To improve peanut productivity 
in PNG, these results must be transferred 
to smallholder growers.

This publication is designed to assist 
agricultural researchers, extension  
people, smallholder producers, agricultural 
consultants and commercial producers by 
providing information on best management 
practices that will improve peanut 
productivity and quality. 

The manual contains valuable scientific 
information about crop management topics 
such as land preparation, varietal selection, 
seed management, crop protection, 
postharvest management and marketing. 
It also contains photographs and figures to 
assist identification of serious peanut pests 
and diseases, and explains their control 
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measures, including safety aspects, in a way 
that is easily understood and adopted by 
the end user. Key points are summarised 
in boxes at the beginning of each section 
for quick reference. 

The manual also covers crop modelling, 
which appears to be a promising and 
valuable tool to provide advice on what 
variety to grow, as well as where and when. 
As peanut production in PNG expands into 
a range of agroecological zones with varying 
climatic constraints, crop modelling will 
indicate the probability of yield and 
preharvest aflatoxin risk.

This publication will facilitate the re-
emergence of the peanut industry with 
private sector involvement, and provide 
valuable information on cost-effective and 
sustainable production of peanuts for 
smallholders and commercial growers.

Peter Core 
Chief Executive Officer 
ACIAR
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ACIAR Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research

DPI&F Department of Primary Industries and Fisheries, Queensland

NARI National Agricultural Research Institute, Papua New Guinea

PMMV peanut mild mottle virus

PNG Papua New Guinea

PPE personal protective equipment
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