




















specific to particular taxonomic groups of acacias,
and basic research is needed to determine if such
relationships exist. In addition, mulching
experiments examining rates of litter turnover and
nutrient release for different tree species could be
rewarding.

The work reported in Chapter 23 on the
susceptibility of species to root damage by termites
in Zimbabwe is relevant to common field problems.
Many poor farmers in Africa and especially those
on communal lands of Zimbabwe have no access to
termiticides to prevent attack. Termite-resistant
species are therefore essential. Over 41 species were
tested for survival and susceptibility to the fungus-
growing termites Ancistrotermes latinotus and
Macrotermes michaelseni. Promising Australian
species displaying early resistance were Acacia
holosericea, A. salicina, A. plectocarpa, A.
leptocarpa and A. difficilis. This work may also be
significant in understanding species’ ecology and
their distribution patterns in natural ecosystems.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the papers presented cover a wide

range of activities in the ACIAR forestry program.
All reflect the central theme of identifying and
evaluating lesser-known Australian trees. The
characterisation of some well-known, widely grown
Australian species has been a haphazard process
spread over 100 years or more, and even in that time
the work has not always been very thorough. In this
program, through a collaborative, planned effort,
it has been possible to condense that time scale by
a factor of 10, and to do a thorough, systematic job.
The work is by no means finished, but the accounts
in this book show that it is proceeding rapidly. In
addition to the completion of research itself, the
collation and dissemination of resulting information
is a key step towards the ultimate objective of
enhancing living standards. This task is being
approached in a number of ways: the development
of data bases, workshops, publications, training and
demonstrations. In addition, basic genetic resources
are being provided. Initially these have come from
indigenous forests in Australia, but increasingly
planted seed sources will become more significant.
Ultimately, the choice of useful trees available for
planting in many countries will be significantly
expanded, and that choice will be backed up by
supplies of high-quality seed.
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