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than younger lighter animals. It must be kept in mind that 
older heavier animals will have used more inputs (mainly 
labour and feed) to reach this weight than younger and 
lighter animals. 

T he general relationship of increasing value with 
increasing weight (or age) holds true for most circum­
stances. There may be a fa ll in value in the last years of an 
animal's life, e.g. cows which have had many calves may 
become thinner, lose condition and have a fairly low 
slaughter value . More important is the variabili ty that can 
be expected in age and weight relationships . 

One source of variability is the type of animals. Ongole 
cattle, for example, will nearly always be heavier than Bali 
cattle at any given age. Variation within type is a feature of 
all animal populations. Individual animals have different 
genetic potentials for growth, regardless of the 
management systems used. This makes it difficult to 
predict the likely changes in weight over time. Most 
Ongole calves, for example, have reasonably similar birth 
weights but, three years later, may display weight differ­
ences of ±75 kg or greater. These differences may reflect 
different growth potential, different feeding practices or 
different management. Whatever the cause the important 
consideration from our point of view remains the effect on 
total value: heavier animals, in general, are worth more 
money; animals will display a range of weights and values 
even at the same age. 

Sex 
If you conduct a census of cattle and buffalo in an 
Indonesian village you will usually find that mature cows 
(e.g. four years and older) will be the largest single group. 
Farmers prefer to rear cows for a number of good 
reasons. Cows can pull draught implements, bear calves 
and can be sold. 

Male cattle tend not to remain long on village farms. 

T hey are grown as 'beef cattle and sold at relatively early 
ages, which results in a lack of mature bulls. T here are 
also legal complications such as restrictions placed on the 
sale of females in an attempt to build the size of the 
national herd. These regulations reinforce the 'meat' value 
of young males. 

Male cattle tend to grow a little quicker than females 
and have a higher price per kilogram reflecting the 
likelihood that they will be slaughtered within their second 
or third year. In total, this means a price premium for 
younger males over younger females. Older male cattle 
and buffalo are usually heavier than females of the same 
age and would have a correspondingly higher sale value 
but there are relatively few such animals in most villages. 

Cows that are pregnant will be more valuable than dry 
cows of a similar age and condition - after all, the buyer is 
virtually getting two animals rather than one. T here is also 
some evidence to suggest a small jump in the value of 
fe male animals around two years of age as they approach 
sexual maturity. T his increase may reflect their enhanced 
potential at that time. They have survived to maturity and 
can now conceive and raise calves. 

Condition 
T he size of an animal is the main determinant of its sale 
value but the general condition of that animal has a strong 
effect. Cattle and buffalo that are thin, ill, or showing signs 
of neglect or poor m;atment (e.g. poor coat, skin sores, 
diarrhoea, etc) will be worth less than healthy animals at 
the same weight. The condition of an animal is not easily 
incorporated into a general budget so we tend to assume 
that animals will be of average weight and in reasonable 
health. However, it is obvious that, in a budget for a 
particular farmer, the general condition of his animals will 
have a major effect on their value at any specific time. 




