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Figure 1.5. 1 
Map of South 
Sumatera showing 
the locations of the 
transmigration areas 
studied by the 
ACIAR Draught 
Animal Project. 

1.5 SOUTH SUMATERA : TRANSMIGRATION AREAS 
SanlOSo, SumanlO and R Dharsana 

This Section deals specifically with two transmigration 
areas; namely Betung II-B and Karang Agung Diu, which 
are located in the north east of the province of South 
Sumatera (Figure 1.5 .1). 

1 .5.1 Location and agroclimate; 
The province of South Sumatera is located between 
102"20' to 108"30' east longitude and 1"30' to 5" south 
latitude (Figure 1.1.1 ) . None of the province belongs to 
the dry agroclimatic category while 24% and 76% are 
intermediate and wet respectively. 

The geographic position and the topography of the 
huge island result in great variation in rainfall distribution 
in the province. The Bukit Barisan mountain chain, which 
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stretches in a northwesterly to southeasterly direction along 
the western side of the island, blocks the humid air from 
the Indian Ocean from reaching the province whilst the 
Malaysian Peninsula serves as a barrier to humid air from 
the China Sea. As a result, the entire east coast, particu­
larly the northwest portion, receives less rain per year than 
the west coast. Rainfall may vary over short distances, e.g. 
from 6000 mm per year on the western slope of the Bukit 
Barisan to less than 1500 mm in secluded valleys on the 
eastern side . 

The rainfall in South Sumatera ranges from 1500 mm 
to 3200 mm per year, with an average of approximately 
1600 mm. The wet season is normally from September to 
May while the only dry months are June to August 
(Figures 1.5 .2 and 1.5.3) . T he agroclimatic category under 
which the transmigration areas of Betung II-B and Karang 
Agung Diu are classified is C 2 (Section 1.1) that is, five to 
six consecutive wet months and two to three dry months. 
They are lowland areas with Betung II-B having an 
altitude ranging from 15 to 219 metres above sea level 
and Karang Agung Diu only 3 to 5 metres. 

1.5.2 Land use and crop production; 
T he total land area of South Sumatera is 103688 km2 or 
5.4% of the land area of Indonesia. Approximately 48% of 
the province is under agriculture; of this only 19% is used 
for dryland crops (Table 1.5.1) . 

Table 1.5.1 Land usage of the agricultural area of South 
Sumatera; 

Land use 

Irrigated ricefi eldiRainfed ricefield 
D ryland crops 
Others 

Area Ckm2) 
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