

















5.3 Summary Tables

Table 5.2 Diseases of working cattle

MANAGEMENT AND HEALTH OF DRAUGHT ANIMALS

Disease

Cause/Transmission

Symptoms

Prevention

Treatment

NON-INFECTIOUS DISEASE

Fatigue

Too much work

Panting, increases saliva,
fast cardiac rythym, loss of
weight, weakness and death

Avoid sun heat and working
more than 6 hours a day,

S minutes rest after half

an hour work

Rest the animal
Good feeding and
drinking water

Physical injuries

Bad handling, fighting,
accidents, harness
pressure, work on stony
areas, excessive work

Swollen, hot painful lesions,
ulceration, lameness

Hygiene, management care

Clean wound, antseptic
dressings, treatment with
sulphonamides or antibiotics

Nitrite poisoning

Accidental excess in
feed or water

Acute: dyspnoea, abdominal
pain, diarrhoea, tremor,
ataxia, convulsions.

Chronic: weight loss, reduced
milk vields, stillbirths

Management care

Methylene blue injection
(intravenously)

Pesticide poisoning

Accidental excess in feed

Dyspnoea, salivation,
lachrymation, diarrhoea,
vomiting, abdominal pain,
bradycardia, involuntary
urination, tremor, ataxia,
convulsions, coma

Management care

Emesis induction with
apomorphine and
atropinisation

Cyanide poisoning

IFfeeding on plants which
contain cyvanogenic
glucosides, e.g. sorghum,
cassava

Dyspnoea, irregular weak
pulse, salivarion, muscular
twitching, spasm,
staggering gait, coma

Feeding and management

Intravenous injection of
sodium thiosulphate
and sodium nitrite

Copper deficiency

Acid sulphate soils,
molybdenum excess

Poor weight gain, loss in
pigmentation, ‘spectacles’,
anaemia, diarrhoea, poor
conception rate, nervous
disorders

Management

Injections with copper
glycinate or copper calcium
edentate every 3 months
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