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Diagnosis: 

The presence of motile trichomonads by direct microscopy 
examination under low power objective from aborted 
material, foetal stomach contents or amniotic fluid. T he 
examination might be followed by sending a number of 
mucus samples , preputial scrapings and preputial washings 
on ice to the laboratory for immediate culture . 

Trealment and control: 

T he majority of infected cows have self-cured completely 
after one normal heat after a normal parturition. In bulls 
acriflavine douches applied via massage into the penis or 
prepuce is effective. Systemic treatment with dimetridazole 
50 mg/kg body weight daily for 5 days has proved useful. 
Infected cows after recovery should be given sexual res t 
for at least three months and be examined before breeding. 
A method of selective culling old bull s combined with the 
use of young bulls is also effective under field conditions. 
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5.3 Summary Tables 

Table 5.2 Diseases of working carrIe 

D isease Causen'ransmission 

NON-INFECTIOUS DISEASE 

Fat igue 

Phys ical injuries 

Nit rite poisoning 

Too much work 

Bad handling, fighting, 
accidents, harness 
pressure, work on stony 
areas, excessive work 

Accidental excess in 
feed or water 

Pesticide poisoni ng Accidental excess in feed 

Cyanide poiSllJ1ing Feeding on plants which 
contain cyanogenic 
glucnsides. e.g. sorghum, 
cassava 

Copper deficiency Acid sulphate soils, 
molybdenum excess 

Symptoms 

Panting, increases saliva, 
fas t cardiac rythym, loss of 
weight , weakness and death 

Swollen, ho t painful lesions, 
ulceration, lameness 

Acute: dyspnoea, abdominal 
pain , diarrhoea, tremor, 
ataxia, convulsions. 
Chronic: weight loss, red uced 
m ilk yields, stillbirths 

Dyspnoea, sa livation, 
lachrymation, diarrhoea, 
vomi ting, abdominal pain, 
bradycardia, iJ1\'ol untary 
urinat ion, tremor, ataxia, 
COJ1\'U Isions, coma 

Dvspnoea, irregular weak 
pulse, salivation, muscular 
twitching, spasm, 
staggering gait, coma 

Poor weight gain, loss in 
pigmentation, 'spectacles', 
anaemia. d iarrhoea, poor 
conception rate, ncn'ous 
disorders 
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Prevention 

Avoid sun heat and working 
more than 6 hours a day, 
S minu tes rest after half 
an hour work 

Hygiene, management care 

Management care 

Management care 

Feeding and management 

Management 

T reaunent 

Rest the animal 
Good feeding and 
drinking water 

Clean wound, antiseptic 
dressings, treatment with 
sulphonamides or antib iotics 

Methylene blue injection 
(intravenously) 

Emesis induction with 
apomorphine and 
arropinisation 

Intra\'cnous injection of 
sodium th iosulphate 
and sodium nitrite 

Injections with copper 
glycinate or copper calcium 
edentate every 3 months 
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