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In villages at night, farmers repel flies, midges and 
mosquitoes from the host by burning grass or wood . 

5.2.2 Calves 

(i) Management and care of calves 
All healthy working cows should be able to produce a calf 
each year. Under traditional systems with simple manage­
ment, various authorities report serious losses in calves in 
the first few weeks of life . Such losses can be of great 
economic importance to the individual farmer and the 
national economy irrespective of the size of the production 
unit and should be considered unacceptable. Calves can be 
saved by better care. The following steps are necessary for 
successful management: 

Make an effort to identify oestrus in the cow and 
arrange mating or artificial insemination quickly. 
Record the time when the cow is mated to know when 
the calf is expected to be born and watch closely for 
signs of impending parturition . 
T he cow should be provided with a clean, dry, well­
bedded, well-drained and easily observed stall for 
calving. 
When the cow is showing signs of calving, she should 
be observed carefully, but not disturbed unless help is 
needed. 
As soon as the calf is born, the foetal membrane and 
mucus should be removed from the nose and mouth of 
the calf and the tongue pulled forward. If the cow calves 
normally, she will immediately begin to lick the newborn 
and thus stimulate respiration and circulation and dry the 
calf. If the calf does not breathe immediately, it should be 
stimulated by alternately compressing and relaxing the 
chest wall (artificial respiration) or by lifting up by its 
hind legs with a sudden jerk and letting it hang in this 
posture for a few minutes till the start of respiration. 

Make sure the calf is dry and warm. It should be 
closely inspected at least twice daily for signs of injury, 
illness or distress. 
The navel cord should be squeezed and tied about 2.5 
cm away from the body and cut below the ligature. 
Painting the cord with tincture of iodine or dipping in 
20% lysol will avoid any infection. 
It is vital that a calf receives colostrum from the 
mother as soon as possible after it is born and 
certainly within the first 6 hours of life; it should 
continue to do so for the first 3 days. If the calf is 
weak and unable to rise it should be assisted in getting 
a feed of colostrum. 
De-worm the calf against ascariasis with 300 mg 
pyrantel at the age of 10 to 16 days . 
In known infected areas vaccination againt brucellosis, 
haemorrhage septicaemia or other diseases should be 
arranged at the appropriate age. 

(ii) Calf diseases 
Mortality in young calves may be a serious problem under 
vi llage conditions as well as in organised farming. Any 
negligence in feeding and management may result in losses 
especially during the first three months of age . Problems 
with calves may occur at various times: 

abortion of cows, 
birth of weak or dead calves, 
disease a few days after birth 
disease in the first three months of life. 

5.2.3 Abortion 
The causes here already have been discussed in Section 
5.2.1. Factors that are important in determining the cause 
of abortion include the stage of gestation, season of the 
year, geographical location, whether the animals have been 




