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Increasing productivity  
in the Philippines

O
ver the past 20 years ACIAR has supported more than 100 
projects in the Philippines. These projects have resulted in the 
development of valuable technologies with the potential to 
increase Filipino farmers’ production and income. The broad 

aim has always been to support improvements in agricultural productivity to 
increase market access for poorer farmers.

Farmers and researchers in ACIAR-supported projects are working together 
to increase sustainable farming practices in Mindanao, the Visayas and beyond 
these areas.

The first Philippines–Australia Landcare project, for example, resulted in 
the formation of more than 400 Landcare groups and adoption of conservation 
technologies by thousands of farmers. Plans for expansion of Landcare in the 
Philippines are outlined in Jenni Metcalfe’s report on page 4. 

On the island of Bohol, researchers and farmers are also focusing on sustain-
ability issues, trying to improve management of steep agricultural lands. 

Several other Philippine projects are reported in this issue – improving tim-
ber quality on the island of Leyte will benefit both smallholder tree farmers and 
local sawmillers, and bamboo is being investigated as a renewable, alternative 
timber for use in construction and processed timber products. 

Over the years a number of ACIAR projects have benefited from the 
involvement on the ground of Australian volunteers. Roger Beckmann provides 
an illuminating account of the experiences of three of these volunteers.

A special report on collaborative work between ACIAR and ICARDA is 
also covered in this issue, and Dr Ken Street explains his germplasm projects 
in the Caucasus and Central Asia that are aimed at preserving potentially vital 
genetic resources for world agriculture.
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