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T
he agricultural economy, both for basic food security and cash incomes, affects 
the livelihoods of the vast majority of Pacific Islanders. It has the potential above 
all other economic sectors to broadly raise incomes and economic growth.

Many smallholders live in isolated rural communities dependent on house-
hold food production and intermittent crop, fish and small livestock sales. Improving and 
transforming these systems into consistent income-generating activities through raised pro-
ductivity and better marketing will enhance self-reliance and reduce poverty. Exports of 
commodities such as sugar, fruits and vegetables, spices, forestry products and fish and other 
marine resources are valuable sources of income. But the Pacific Islands face major challenges 
in developing markets for these products.

Research supported by ACIAR in the Pacific is focusing on implications of World Trade 
Organization (WTO) accession, quarantine and biosecurity issues, product quality, scales of 
production and remoteness of export markets.

Fishing and marine resources are vital sources of income and nutrition for many Pacific 
Islanders. ACIAR has supported a number of fisheries projects over the years in collabora-
tion with the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) and the WorldFish Center. On 
page 16, Janet Lawrence looks at some of this fisheries research.

A pearl aquaculture industry is being developed in Kiribati, following on from a successful 
harvest of cultured pearls (page 4). This precious resource, which grows naturally in many 
parts of the Pacific, could become a good source of income for other islands.

Crops provide the bulk of staple food in the Pacific Island countries; taro and yam are 
two of these important food staples. ACIAR is working with SPC on a number of projects 
to tackle pests and diseases of taro (pages 6 to 9). Another recently completed project has 
identified positive yield responses in yam crops to soil fertiliser (page 14).

ACIAR’s projects in the Pacific will continue to emphasise technologies that are suited 
to smallholders or have application at a community level. Projects are focusing more on past 
research to encourage adoption, and the exploration of opportunities for closer links with 
industry and NGOs. 
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