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Welcome Address and Introduction

Mr Singkham Phonvisay
Director-General of Livestock and Fisheries Department

His Excellency Dr Siene Saphangthong, Minister for Agriculture and Forestry, Lao
PDR, Her Excellency Karina Campbell, Australian Ambassador to Lao PDR, distin-
guished guests, delegates and participants: Ladies and gentlemen, I have great pleasure
in welcoming all of you to this international conferernce on classical swine fever and
emerging viral diseases in Southeast Asia.

WITHIN this forum, we have distinguished participants from various international
organisations: ACIAR, CSIRO, EU, FAO, GTZ, IUCN, OIE and represcntatives of
Australia, Belgium, Cambodia, China, England, Germany, Indonesia, Hong Kong, The
Netherlands, Thailand, Vietnam and Laos.

A number of viral diseases including foot-and-mouth disease, classical swine fever,
Newcastle disease, rabies and duck plague are still endemic in Lao PDR. Classical
swine fever still causes heavy mortality, which decreascs incomes and food security for
many rural villagers throughout Lao PDR.

In the past 2-3 years, the Department of Livestock and Fisheries has received helpful
support via ACIAR, particularly the project 1994/38, to develop diagnostic and control
methodologies for classical swine tever and foot-and-mouth disease. This assistance has
allowed us to upgrade our diagnostic capability and facilitate improvement in our
communications with neighbouring countries and the region.

We realise that this conference will give experience, lessons and practical knowledge
for our further investigation of and campaign against classical swine fever.

This is a great pleasure for us. I would now like to invite His Excellency Dr Siene
Saphangthong, Minister for Agriculture and Forestry, to open the meeting.

Thank you.

His Excellency Dr Siene Saphangthong
Minister for Agriculture and Forestry

ON BEHALF of the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, 1 have great pleasure in
extending a warm welcome and congratulations to all participants and guests. This
international conference is very important for the livestock sector of Lao PDR and the
region. I would like to cxpress our sincere appreciation to all of you in sparing precious
time to attend this conference.

Our people are striving to implement the last year of the fourth five-year develop-
ment program. Based on this effort, the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry has to
coordinate and supervise some related government priority programs, namely, food
security and commodity production.

The livestock subsector is one among many in food security and commodity pro-
duction, and its technical programs must be promoted and implemented. Animal health
is of prime importance. Classical swine fever is considered one of the most infectious
and endemic diseases affecting the development of pig production throughout the
country.



The strong support of ACIAR on this matter has been very helpful to us. We would
like to take this opportunity to express our thanks and appreciation for such generous
help.

This meeting will produce new outcomes in tackling this disease, particularly
possible and efficient ways to control it. This will have great impact on food security
and commodity production objectives.

I would like to extend once again my sincere appreciation to ACIAR for its support
of the meeting. I would like to convey my best wishes to all of you in finding new
research collaboration for closer regional cooperation, and declare the meeting ofticially
open.

Her Excellency Karina Campbell
Australian Ambassador to the Lao PDR

Mr Sien Saphangthong, Minister of Agriculture and Forestry, Mr Singkham Phonvisay,
Director-General of the Department of Livestock and Fisheries, distinguished guests,
ladies and gentlemen.

THE AUSTRALIAN Government, through ACIAR, is pleased to be a partner in this
conference. As you know, Australia has a long history of cooperating in the animal
health field in Lao PDR.

This is the first conference in Southeast Asia to focus heavily on the very important
disease classical swine fever.

I am proud to acknowledge the support of the Australian Government—funded
project—the current ACIAR project aimed at improving diagnostic and control
methodologies in both classical swine fever and foot-and-mouth disease—actively
operational in Laos at this time.

I know Mr Blacksell, the ACIAR project scientist, has taken great steps towards
establishing a first-class diagnostic facility with field support to assist in better under-
standing the nature of this disease, and I thank him, and his team, for their efforts thus far.

Your deliberations during this conference are important. These diseases have
potentially negative impacts on the income and food security of many rural villagers in
Laos. For this reason, I wish everyone involved in the conference good luck.

On behalf of the Government of Australia, let me add my words of welcome.



