
income generation. Melanie 
also accompanied ACIAR and 
project staff to several vegetable 
farms, markets and research 
stations in and around Hanoi.

Although Vietnamese 
vegetable farming is a far cry from 
Shepparton and the Goulburn 
Valley, where Melanie reports on 
Australian rural issues, she did 
see some similarities. “The cups 
of tea around the table might be 
different, green tea as opposed to 
a strong milky cuppa; the crops 
might be different, gac fruit as 
opposed to wheat or canola; and 
the hats are contrasting, conical 
hats instead of the wide-brimmed 
hat of Australia. But when it 
comes to being proud of what 
they do, how they do it, wanting 
to improve and wanting the best 
for their families, then it’s all the 
same,” Melanie says on her online 
blog.

ACIAR’s Policy 
Advisory Council recently 
toured rural Victoria as part of 
the annual council meeting in 
Australia. The program began in 

strategic issues for inclusion in 
the 2007–08 Annual Operational 
Plan. 

The Council then travelled 
to Victoria, where they visited 
the Victorian Chief Veterinary 
Officer Unit and the Australian 
Animal Health Laboratory to 
look at animal pest and disease 
research and development, 
and disease monitoring and 
emergency control. 

Members also visited the 
Wimmera and Mallee regions 
and the irrigation area around 
Mildura, and met with Australian 
researchers, project leaders 
and innovative producers 
and producer groups. These 
included the Grains Innovation 
Park in Horsham, the Wimmera 
Catchment Association, the 
Birchip Cropping Group, and 
the Riverlink group.

Fruit flies, the scourge 
of the Vietnamese fruit industry, 
are set to be more tightly 
controlled with the opening 
of a new commercial protein-
bait facility at the An Thinh 
Brewery near Hanoi in May. 
A new technique for luring 
mature flies to an insecticide 
has been developed after six 

Canberra with a formal Council 
meeting and a dinner with the 
Honourable Alexander Downer 
MP, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Partner-country council 
members at the meeting 
included Dr Patricio Faylon 
(Philippines), Mr Jia Jingdun 
(China), Dr Nguyen Van Bo 
(Vietnam), Dr Achmad Suryana 
(Indonesia), Dr Mangala Rai 
(India) and Mr Brown Bai 
(Papua New Guinea). 

The Council, which advises 
the Minister with regard to 
agricultural problems of 
developing countries and 
agricultural research programs 
and policies, provided input on 
country research priorities and 

As part of the launch 
of a new project in Vietnam, 
ACIAR and the Crawford Fund 
supported ABC rural journalist 
Melanie Sim to travel to Hanoi 
and report on Australian-funded  
research activities. On 7–8 May 
2007 a workshop attended by 
the Vice-President of Vietnam, 
Mme Truong My Hoa, the 
Australian Ambassador to 
Vietnam, His Excellency Mr Bill 
Tweddell, and other Vietnamese 
dignitaries was held to launch 
an ACIAR project aimed at 
enhancing the role of women 
in the production and use of 
indigenous vegetables.

The project was initiated by 
Mme Hoa and the Vietnamese 
Women’s Union, a group with 
about 13 million members 
across Vietnam. Melanie 
was able to speak with Mme 
Khiet and Women’s Union 
representatives about the 
challenges of farming in 
Vietnam, and the potential 
that indigenous vegetables 
offer women, particularly for 



Mr Peter Core, awards one 
traineeship each year to a 
young Australian graduate as an 
opportunity to become exposed 
to international agricultural 
research within the broader 
context of Australia’s aid 
program.

Meredith is working with 
ACIAR’s research program 
managers, the Communications 
Unit and the director to receive 
on-the-job training in project 
development and monitoring, 
drafting and production of 
corporate documents, and the 
preparation of discussion papers 
on emerging issues relevant to 
ACIAR’s planning.

Meredith completed 
a Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture (Hons) in 2006 at 
the University of Sydney. Her 
Honours thesis was on cotton 
nutrition and the efficacy of 
foliar fertilisers. Her project 
results will be presented at the 
World Cotton Conference in 
Texas later this year. Next year, 
she plans to start a PhD on 
cotton physiology and internal 
distribution of nutrients.

Meredith said, “I hope to 
work in agricultural research 
and extension in developing 
countries in the future. Working 
at ACIAR for a year before 
further study was an excellent 
opportunity for me to have 
some experience in this area 
and to learn about research 
collaboration between Australia 
and developing countries.”

for the Cause of Agriculture and 
Rural Development. 

The award recognised 
Ms Coleman’s significant 
contribution to the collaboration 
between Vietnam and Australia 
on agricultural research for 
development under the auspices 
of ACIAR’s program.

Misha joined ACIAR in June 
2004 after having worked in 

Cambodia and Vietnam 
in the non-government 
sector and with AusAID 
in Canberra and 
Bougainville. She left 
ACIAR in April 2007 to 
further her career by 
joining World Vision 
Australia in Melbourne 
as policy adviser to the 

chief executive, the Reverend 
Tim Costello.  

As ACIAR’s manager 
in Vietnam, Misha was a 
proactive and enthusiastic 
supporter of ACIAR’s work 
and an excellent ambassador 
for the Vietnam–Australia 
partnership in agricultural 
research. Examples include her 
excellent work in facilitating 
the commercialisation of the 
SOFRI–Foster’s protein-bait 
product in South Vietnam and 
the formation of a joint stock 
company in Hanoi to construct 
a new protein-bait facility in the 
north.

One of ACIAR’s 
recently retired program 
managers, Dr Tony Fischer, 
has been awarded an Order of 
Australia as part of the Queen’s 
Birthday 2007 Honours List. 

Dr Fischer is widely 
acknowledged as one 
of the world’s leading 
wheat scientists as 
well as one of the 
world’s leading plant 
physiologists.

ACIAR director 
Mr Peter Core 
congratulated
Dr Fischer on his award. 
“Tony has had a career-long 
commitment to the application 
of agricultural science to 
improving food supply in 
developing countries over many 
years,” he said.

“In his role at ACIAR, Tony 
used his extensive network to 
create linkages of people and 
ideas, which has led to much 
fruitful collaboration within our 
partner countries and Australia.

“Through his close 
connection with the 
International Wheat and 
Maize Improvement Centre 
(CIMMYT), he has also provided 
immense benefits to the 
Australian wheat industry and 
has promoted CIMMYT as the 
main supplier of germ plasm to 
the industry,” Mr Core said.

 In March 2007 
the Vietnamese Ministry 
of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MARD) awarded 
Misha Coleman, then ACIAR’s 
manager in Vietnam, the 
Government of Vietnam’s Medal 

years of research in Vietnam 
by Australian and Vietnamese 
scientists, using the yeast waste 
from beer production.

The pests can cause losses of 
up to 100% in peaches, rose-
apples, dragon fruits, mangoes, 
lychees, persimmons, grapefruit, 
oranges and many other fruits 
and vegetables across Vietnam, 
reducing the income of already 
poor farmers.

The An Thinh Brewery facility 
is the second to produce fruit-
fly bait from the yeast waste. 
The first facility, at the Foster’s 
brewery in southern Vietnam, 
has been selling pesticide-laced 
protein baits since June 2006, 
but it cannot produce enough 
to meet the rising demand for 
the product in the north of the 
country. Using the protein baits 
as a control method for the fruit 
fly reduces the need for large-
scale use of pesticide sprays, 
which can contaminate fruit and 
reduce their value.

At the facility launch His 
Excellency Mr Bill Tweddell, 
Australian Ambassador to 
Vietnam, said: “Vietnam’s 
fruit farmers now have a 
new source of low-cost, safe, 
environmentally friendly 
product to control fruit fly, 
to increase fruit yields and 
fruit safety.” It is hoped the 
increase in fruit yields and 
quality will contribute to income 
generation for poor farmers, in 
another step towards poverty 
alleviation in Vietnam.

ACIAR’s first 
graduate trainee, Meredith 
Errington, joined ACIAR in 
February 2007 as part of the 
new graduate trainee program.

This program, established 
last year by ACIAR director 



Seven new John 
Dillon Memorial Fellowship 
awardees toured Australia for 
five weeks in February and 
March 2007, visiting various 
host organisations, attending 
formal training in research 
management and visiting ACIAR 
in Canberra, where they also 
met the Honourable Alexander 
Downer MP, Australian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs.

The awardees include 
scientists from across Asia and 
the Pacific who are currently 
participating in, or have recently 
participated in, one of ACIAR’s 
research projects and who are 
demonstrating potential as 
future research managers and 
leaders.

farming and extension agencies 
met in Jakarta in late February 
2007 to discuss priorities for 
the collaborative agricultural 
research program between 
Indonesia and Australia. A 
shift in focus towards the 
development of integrated 
agribusinesses across a range 
of agricultural disciplines, 
rather than single-faceted 
production research, will be 
at the forefront of the newly 
developed set of research 
priorities.

These will be spread across 
seven key subprograms, 
emphasising animal health and 
production, crop protection, 
forestry, fisheries and 
agricultural policy research 
and will be used by ACIAR as a 
framework for development of 
research activities in Indonesia 
until 2011.

capability through exposure 
to Australian agricultural 
technologies and research 
institutions.

 ACIAR senior 
staff, representatives from the 
Indonesian Government and 
representatives from research, 

Their areas of expertise 
range from forestry 
management to water and 
agroclimatic research, areas in 
which training and resources 
from scientists in Australia could 
prove invaluable.

The aim of the John Dillon 
Fellowship is to provide 
developing-country scientists 
with an opportunity to extend 
their leadership and research 



It is with 
great sadness 
that ACIAR 
records the 
passing of 
Dr John Fryer, 
Forestry 
Research
Program

Manager from 1994 to 2004. 
In his ACIAR role, John 

made a significant contribution 
to the development of forestry 
in the Asia–Pacific region. 
In particular, he oversaw 
the continued development 
of eucalypts and acacias as 
major elements of plantation 
forestry, and the introduction of 
approaches to managing pests 
and diseases and improving 
utilisation of these species. 
ACIAR’s contributions to the 
Asian eucalypt and acacia 
plantation programs, and the 
industries now based upon 
them, have been independently 
assessed as among ACIAR’s 
most effective international 
development activities, and 
John was a major catalyst.

An affable man with 
an easygoing but effective 
manner, John made many 
friends among Australian and 
international partner agencies. 
He had a strong commitment 
to development and, at the 
time of his death, had almost 
completed a two-year period as 
a volunteer adviser to the Forest 
Science Institute of Vietnam. 
His achievements in mentoring 
young Vietnamese forest 
scientists were very evident and 
much appreciated. 

John was a true gentleman, 
generous and patient. He will 
be greatly missed by the ACIAR 
community, by his many friends 
in Australian forestry, and 
internationally. 
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