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Research partnership for the north-west highlands of Vietnam

As mendioned in the Fast fssoe, the north-seest highlands s ome of the ocos areas Tor ACIAR'S Yignam prrogram
for thee mesd few vears, This region is poor and characterised with steep uplands slopes with poor sustainability
with current practices, and also o high diversity of ethnic groups with corrent dimcolties in communicalion
bebweon tamers and Govemmenl. The area is however suitable jor development of lemperate agriculural
crope whaere Australian expertise can assist, A workshop ioodevelop o research partnership for the region will be
held by ACIAR Vietnam from 20=21 September 2008 in Sapa, Lao Cai province.

Representatives trom |ocal provinces, central research instilutions, non-Government organisations and the
Ministry of Agricubiore and Bural Deselopment (MARD will attend the workshop and together with Australian
expers share their experise, discuss issses and opporunities and identiny research areas suitable for ACIAR 1o
suppot,  Presentabions will be recetved rom MARD presenting the sational pespeciive, provincial ssoes
presented by representatives from the Departments of Agricaliure and Rural Development, and & presentation
of the resulis of a scoping study comducted By the Plant Profection Besearch Instifute (Vietnam) and University
ol Queensland (Asstralial on farmer needs and opporunities based principally on surveys of farmers and
commune and distnct level agriculueal stafm.

Thees weorksbaop il b concducted in two prarts, The fiest part is o focos on the development of o mediom-term
researc h patnership program between ACIAR and Vietnam. The outcomes from this day will set the framework
for ACIAR S investmient in research over the coming vears, This pad will involve msst of the high-lesel repre-
senfatives andfor decision makers from Vielnamese authorities al the central and provincial levels, research
institutes and ACIAR research program managers, The secomd par swill focus on the deselopment of aninitial
project as pan of the medium-term research parinership program with active involvement of the potential prac-
Ribioraers,

The workshog bs expected to bave o set of elear outcomes. They inchede; an agreed padnomship approach for
the north west highlands; clear list of problems and research activities to address identified issues; an under-
shamiling of srganisalional capaecity T contribobe B Uhe neearch; oplions for geographic foous aneas; aml chear
linkages bebween activities and o other projects and programs. We look fonsard 1o the development of the
north-west highlamds as o main region Bor research fo receive ACTAR support in the iuture, The nest mewshetler
will report on the outcomes from this works hop.




First awards of the John Fryer
forestry scholarship fund

On 22 Aupust, beao young scienlists from the Forest Science
Inabilute: of Vielnam, e Doan Moo
Dinh Tam, received the inavgural awands tor the fohn Fryer
Fowestry Seholarship Fund, Dr John Fryer was the ACIAR
research program manager for Forestry frome 1996 until
JHE, He ||1|“-e=|::| ey \.||r|n|||=n|'|.' wiliallis I"'-"“.!-_’. in Haied i

s amil Mr [ Doan

May 2007, Thanks to the initiative and planning of a
mambser of John's work colleagees in Astralia and Vietmam,
the tfamily established the lohn Frver Foresiry Schaolarship

While John workesd in omany countnes i Asia and The
Pacific, he particularly enjoved working in Vietnam and
hutd o long associalion with foeedd seientists and reseanch fop
owver |0 years. Given he had spent so mach of his time in
Victnam and lived in Hanot foe almost fwo years, i was
agrecd that the fund could be established 1o suppont the
chevedopment of Torest soienbists in Vietnam,  This scholar-
ship und is aimed to continue the work that John was doing
andd Buikd on his legacy

Thi s aes ol The s |1rr|.|n|1l|r % dsklinee lo g PRD seboalar
with the operational costs for carrying out their stedies, or
improving the Tield work, or research work allowing them
o deepen their undersianding, or assistance with English
trabnbing, The award is a small cash award of approximately
2000, Candidates must demonstrate the difierence the
atvvarred el make fo thes guality and depth of ther shisdies

WYSWACIArRGOV.aU

fr Dasin Mpoc Dao s studvang for a FRE oo ariation. and
inheritance of some growth charactenistics and wood prog-
erlies ol Arac ke rri‘.-.'rl.;il.l'fl'ﬂ'
iunded under this scholarship will be to determine the
warlation in growth charactenstics, stem gquality and wood
properics within and between clones of Acacla mangiom
i chapal test infals in Ba Wi, Ha SMod. 8e Do widll « ATy ol
selection and telling of representative trees and preparation
el wond sampls Gor anabsis ol wood  density,
collapse, shrinkage, moisture content, modulus of mpure-

Mhes o ol Dhwn's meseanch

it

andd meshulbus of elasin ilw, Mr L will « OFRgaang: thipect and
indlirect methods for some of these properties.

Mr Doan Dinh Tam is sdving for a PRI on technical
s o |||.||1|||1:1l_ Sedvima wallictl i mountamous
provinces of north west Vietnam'. The support of the John
Frver scholarship will belp Tam o research more deeply on
light systems of Schima wallichil in nursery stages. Tam will
eviatluie seedling growth under four difierent lght condi-
tions, andl for each condition carmy-out sampling of growth
measurements and plant health,  The progect is pad of a
larger study on regeneration and silvicullore of Schima
el lie il h-l:i”;l_l el cusl I:I':.l thes Foresl Scbendds Dns] e of
Viednam, The resulls will be written op in a tlechnical
ikt for planiing

The twoo schaolars were presented ther awards by the Susira-
lian Ambassador o YVietnam, HE Mr Bill Tweddell, also a
T v imemd of Johm Frvers, Toweoars the end of the year, the
selaction committes will seelk o identity mther candidates.
Congratulations to Diao and Tam!
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Project development
for sustainable
and profitable

crop and livestock
systems for south

central coastal Vietnam
(SMCN/2007/109)

In the last newsletber we repored on the outcomes of a workshop in Cuy Nhon
im March that identified priorty areas ior ACIAR-unded research in the south
central coastal region of Vietnam. Follnwing this workshop, in June a delega-
Rigsm ool s ientists rom Australia spent & week in the region 1o umher develop
an integrated multidisciplinary project. The group included soil scientists frem
the Depatment of Agricubere and Food, in Western Australia, Murdoch
Limiversity in VWestern Aastralia, and livestock scientists frome Tasmanian
Institate of Agrieuliural Research,

The project 5 designed around three components, A valsechain component
that will research the marketing chains of seloctod crops and comparative
aclvantage W other reglons in somthemn Vietnam and identity possible intesven
tions and markel Bacilifation. The soil management component will improve
the understanding of resource constraints lo agricaliural production and prom
ising tarming practices (or the region, Cplions for parbicular crops and crop-
pimg systems will be evaluated jor their sustainabd lity andl profitability. The
livestock component will research suitable forages and agniculbural systems for
incosporating livestock into the farming system speciiic to this region,

The project dooument is curmently being developsed and in Seplember project
staff from Australia will discuss furdher bow these three components can efiec-
tively link topether. Australian project stafl may visit Vietnam again later this
year o finalise project arrangements with the local pariner institutes.  The
main institite partnes will be the Agricobural Science nstitute for South
Contral Coastal of Vietnam (ASISOV], Institute of Agriculiure Science for South
Wietnam, Southem Frit Research Institute, Sohern Sube institute of Agricul
twral Engineenng and Post-harvest Technolopy and Hue Universily of Agricul-
e and Forestry. This project will be complimentary to the existing ACIAR
project ‘Improving the uilisation of waler and soil resources for bree crop
production  in coastal  areas  in Mietnam  and  Mew South Wales'
{SMCN/2003/035)

P G H'n:'\r'."r.lﬁ':frlllgi"h-_'-, ACIARS reseanch R ITATTARET Iow 5ol aragemers
A Croge Mutsiion st sde Bud Tat Vie offcer of the Departireid e Agalcelfune and
Roral! Development of 8inh Thimss pronaree al thes ASIS0 s reseanch stationdn Minb
Than,
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) & Chrds Tweddel! with ACTAR Vietngm deam, From fedft hs I'-}_'I'i." Condl. Phrong, Chrds, A, BN amd Home

Good bye Bill & Chris

Ambassador HBill Tweddell and his wite Chris are soon 1o say ‘goodbye’ lo Hanoi after three years in Vietnam. During
This time, Bill always gave preal suppon and encouragement o the agriculiural research cooperation between Australia

and Yietnam and the related project activities,

In thanks from the Vietnamese research instiboles, a small reception was held al the Embassy. Dr Mepoven Van Bo, prosi-
dent of The Yietnam Academy for Agncultural Science (VAAS) and a group of representalives irem research instilites
alfended to bid farewell and say ‘thank you', Bill was presented with a small gift, a piciure depicting a bypical Vietnam-
ese agriculiural scene, The representatives indluded leaders of the National institute for Soils and Fertilisers, Plant
Frofection Roscarch Institute, Fruit and Vepolable Besearch Instivie, Nosthern Mountainous Agrculiure and Forostny
bonenoe Inslilole, and the Centie or ARTAMAN "i1.. stieims Besearch and |3'|.".'|'I-||||||'||'|'|l [he sbaml od AC AR Vielnaim office
and representatives of AaeAlD's ral development feam ako joined the moep-

Ticwn.

Bill weas todiched by the Vielnamese inends’ apprecialion and sincerity. Vil
nam is one of the places my wile and | will come back’, be said. Chrs will
aclieally return looswork in the ACIAR odlice in Canberra, trom which she has
boon an leave while living oversoas. The Vietnam oftice looks forawand o wirk-
1w ith Chris am the fibiee, YWe all wish Bill anel Chiis 16 have a |'.1m|| Feliim Bis
Canbserra, more success in the future and lock forsard fo welcoming them back
o Vielnam!

Lt preievitivag By Oe Ngesneen Van Ho
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Y r
varieties for'plafifation forestry

From project "Development and evaliabion of fevile frpdords and podipelodd Breeding methodologies for commercial species
of Acacia in Vietnam, South Africa and Australia. (FST/2003402)
By Rewf Grffin, fane Harfserd, Ha Huy Thinh, Le Dinh Kha

Acacias for wood producticn were introdueced To Vietnam less than 30 years age. Prod Le Dinh Kha, former disector of the Forest
Science Instinde of Vietnam's (FSIV] Besearch Centre tor Forest Tree Improvement (RCFTIH, first observed vigorous spontaneos
hybsrack o A rrangioom x AL aoricid iormis al Ba W feld station on 1997 92 and by 1993 trees had been cloned and the et Gekd
trials of hybrid selections were established. Pedigreed breeding populations of the parent species A mangivm and A. auricli
fearrriis were introdaced in 1995 and by 17990 the fisst release of hybed clones for commerncial production were made (Martin Van
Bueren, Acacia hybrids in Vietnam. Impact Assessment Series Report No. 27 ACIAR 2004),

Fast forwand 1o 2000 and the expectation is that, under the Vietnamese Government SMHRP (5 million hectares Retorestation
Proaram], there will Be over 200000 ha of acacka hybnid plantalions established, These frees will produce pulpacond for doimes-
tic mills, woodchips for export, wond jor medium-density tibreboard, sawlogs jor furniture and fuelwood tor reral populations.

Through an engoing collaboration with the University of Tasmania and CSIRO in Australia, FSIV scientists are now developing a
new approach o acacia breeding, by manipulating ploidy isomber of chromosome copis), Brocders of many plant species have
used this technigue in the search or higher value crops bt it is new science for these tropical acacias. The project aims o
procduce Triploids (381 Rormeed by mating normal dipboid (S o etrapboid (45 parents sehich will bee reproductively stenle, This
coners several possible advantages for plantation fonestry:

Maore: hareestable woody bicmass may be produced (7 energy 15 nol invested in maluring fruts and seeds,

Acacia has a reputation as a weed in some exolic environments. Planting of sterile genatypes will help manage this risk.

I hen genciic madiication technobogy s developed in the juture The availability of commencial sterle genatypes will help
OvErCOme concern abwn penetic pollution”.

FSIV rescarch on polyploids commenced in 2001 with a donation of tetraploid (4N Acacia mangium plants by Shell International
Renewabibes L, From these coltures RCET multiplied mather plants of Ba i feld stalion and subsequently established three
ficld triak desipned 1o encourape natural hyvbrdisation between rows of the selected best clones of A, mangium and A, auriculi
fearrros diplold [2M], and induced] totraploid (481 A fmarrgium

RCETN haer bavreested apen pollinated secd from one rial ot Bao Bang (Binh Duong prosanced o 20006, 2007 amd 2008, Open
pollinated seed from 4N mothers has been shown 1o produce viable 48 progeny, which are now planted in a field rial o Ba Vi
ficld statbon in Vielnam, Bul todate no iiploid plants have been delected, An allemative approsch of using controlled pollinations
botween phoidy/species combinations was carmried out in Movember 2007 and seed harvested in May 2008, These seeds are now
bedng germinated foscreen for iriploids, The feld perormance of these seedlings will provide impoant infermation on the practi-
cal role of this new approach in the ongoing effert by FSIV 1o breed yel moee valuable trees sor the benefit of Vietnamese farmers
ancd wo] processing indusines,



PROJECT UPDATES

wyrwaclar.gov.au

Improving
competitiveness of

pig producers in

an adjusting Vietnam

market (Lrs/2005/063)

The confext

Pigs play impordant mles in the economy of Vietnam, providing tood and employment. Park constitutes aboot 75% of total meat
consumption in the country and is mainly produced by smallholders. They are facing many risks, including penetic stock, gquality
of feeds, animal health problems and also markel access, In recent years, large-scale commercial pig production has been
increasing and various forms of vertical integration or other forms of contract farming are emerging o addness risks faced by
producers, uniform and higher quality requirements of processors, and demand for better quality pork from consumers. However,
these markel strechures are often ill-suited o the characteristics of smallholders, and it is unclear what instindional formis} is {ane
best suited o incroasing smaltholder aceess o high vabee market chains.

Im this contex, the national priorities of both Vietnam and ACIAR's country strategy for Vieinam jooes on mechanisms o allev-
ale poverty by enhancing smallholder padicipation in remainerative markets. The objective of this progect is Lo find oot the
on-going dynamics of the pig sector and on that basis, policy, institional and technology options ior greater smal lhobder partici-
pation in markets alongside laree-scale production

Partnerships

With financial suppor from ACIAR and core funding contribufion from the Intemational Livestock Besearch Instifute (LR, the
three-year project (200720100 i being implemented in Yietnam by Vietnamese and international pariners. The Center for
Agricultural Policy of the Institute for Policy and Strategy for Agricubiural and Boral Development (CAP-IFSARLY is the main
Vietnamese pariner. The International Food Policy Research Institute (IFPED, the University of Chaeeens land 000 in Aastralia and
Crfam are the main intornational padners. ther stratepic padneships or policy advocacy, communication and uplake of
project findings and recommendations have also been identified, e.p. FALFs Pro-Poor Livestock Policy Initialive and a new
organisation Prosperity nitiative,

First vear accomplishments

The project hit the ground unning in 2007 with an inception workshop in Jume: A wide aodience of key stakohobders (ep.
policymakers, non-government aganisations, researchers, pig producers, and donor agencies) were invited o the project incep-
tion warkshop where the key stakeholders indicated their interest and support for the project. Ovlcome Mapping (OM) was also
employed to elicit ieedback from key stakoholders and parners about their expectations.

A policy advocacy and communication strategy tor the project was developod. A Project Steening Committee comprising repre-
sentalives from national and international organisations invalved in the agriculivre sector was formed to provide a form dor
discussions aboul policy advocacy and communication strategios for the Project 1o onsume impacts,

A series of paricipatory rapid appraisal (FRA] surveys was undedaken in July (o September 2007, These surveys are o provide
a broad charactenzation of the existing pig supply chains and the key actors within the chain as well as insights irom key infor-
mants on trends in supply of and demand for pigs and pork and the market conditions driving these trends.  The results from
PEA surveys highlighted the difierences in market channels used amd types of market actors involved in these channels by large
and small pig producers. Koy constraints to production and marketing were identified by pig producers using problem troe analy-
sis. Perceplions about the degree of importance and sphere of influence of key institulions woere also highlighled.

== Next
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> Next

Thers were two Ivpes of  suneys
completed within the first vear. The
urbsan consumplion sarvey was imple-
miented im Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City
- the wo biggest cilies in Vietnam.
Ihe production and rural consumplion
survey was carried oul in six other prov-
inces in the nodbem, central  and
semilhern regions of The country.

Another survey on the markel actors
will soon be implomented te complete
the picture of the supply ©hain for pork
in Yietnam, Policy modelling will also
Be done o 2009 with  selecled
YVietnamese Ieam members o under-
take hands-on training in developing
and implementing a pig sector miode|
P Viclman.

Sharing findings

A slakeholder workshop 1o present
preliminary findings rom the urban
and  mral  consumer  surveys  was
organised on 22 Awgst where key
stakeholders were inviled o provide
ieedback to the indings. A brainstosm-
Ing session on slralegizing (or comimu-
nication and policy advocacy inllowed
the stakeholder workshop  wherein
concrele steps on how o eiiectively
communicale  and  facilitate  policy
advocacy 1o generate  the  desined
oulcomes and impacts from Lhe project
wispe pilentitied, A midlerm review
wirkshop 15 also scheduled during the
first quarter of 2000 where the ull
rosulis from the various surveys will
also be  presented  and  discussed
fopether with the convening of the
Presjesc Steeeing Commilles.

'_1:'. :-;-ﬂﬁﬂ{m?ru:..
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Vietnam strengthens ecologically

based rodent management

for greater crop yields

Fram prefect “Toypslementalion of rockent management in infensive irngalen

rice production systems in indomesiz amd Vietaam T (AL 3060)
; ;

Botlents ane an imgoitant pest an i gatsd icoe ioomany counieies in the waorkd
Kodents reduce food production both before and after the hareest. In Asia,
o harvest yiedd boss due 1o ral damage s estimabed 8l op to 5-10% and up
o 30-50%, In Vietnam, rotdents are in the fop three mosl impodant pesis in
rice cultivation. Heevever, tammens have indicated thal moclents ane e prod
lem they have the |east contml over and Their rodent control prachices mely
panentially on ehemical methods. Past ACIAR projects on rodents develop-l
integraled ecological mdenl management (ERMI thal significantly reducs
hemsical vse in contredling rats, In arder bo esdend this knosledge o fanmers
in Wietnam, this project has been implemented with the coondination of the

Plant Prodection | hephartiinl (M VRetaam), and ind ludes CSIRO Sslain
able Ecosystems [Australial, ithe Intemational Rice Besearch Instituie (IRRI,
Plant Prodechion Researc b Instatate (PPRE, lnstitste of Aprcolbural Scenoes ol

South Victnam (AS), and Waorld Vision, Vietnam

The project staded in Febnary 2006 and has been implemented in bwo proy-
inces, A Cdang andl Ha Mam sehire rals have beoome a big probilem o dce
culiivation in mecenl yoars. In 2007, project activities concentraled on train
Inp TANeES anil I1'_!'II1II|.|| pxlersian sLam o &hd TaITaRe .1||l::-|||l||r'| il ‘\.l.l‘||..|ll|.1ll'|l|-
IERM, establishing commumnity actions 1CA) and seliing up community Irap

barrier svstems (CTHS, and improving communication and dissemination




Simtecn CTBS have been sel up under suppord of the
project and ancther 16 CTBS have been sof wp imsm
prosaneial Hoam al msamere e, The co-investimesnt demion
strates the strong paficipation and involvemoent of provin-
Thie amiial results showe thal ©THSs can

with the

Ctal il los ihes

airec] many rals dvierape number of 151
individuals per Irap per rice crop in Hs Samoand 118
individuals paortrap per rice cnosp in Ao Giang. Famsers an
alser moee actively taking part o prodecting CTES, Diifioul
fles in maintaining CTHS in Ha Mam in 2006 wero

-:-:-|11||-|-:-'|-e-|'-. el e

b prarallel bomdlreds of farmers anil bochnbcal i ials
have receivied training in biokopy, ecology ol odents and
infegraled e il .|||':. Jrasedd powlent rrvanagement, and
lec hnigues for selling up CTBS. In Ha nam, thess was one
D e Conprse for Provincial Plaml Prodesction officials and
14 training activities were condected with the participa-
Tlews o AR vrmesrs, In AR glang, thes wespe wn Il ning
courses for repicnal lechnical oificials and six course for
ot 1000 farmers The imiteateee o coordinate IEREM inio
thi Intesrated Pest Management (IPMI class in Ha Mam
las alen albracted mows nleeed el ||.||I|| Ipaacky ol Farrm

15 111 Provinee

O significant aclivity: of the project s establishing
commmnily action’s which s bses Y1 b o] | 1
ping, field sanitation, communily campaigns @ key Times
i bBoth Ha Mam amd An Geang, In the simimer-aulam
crop - o An Giang, 6 commmity acltions have becn
lwmchaed in An BNong, Tinh Blen and Lwe Creoi, T Ton
Total rals catched by traps in this crop in these TA was up
fo TOkg Gegqieal o 3O individualsh, In aulimn-sdnier ©rop
1007, in co-operation with the World Vision and PPD
v ol CAs have besen Lomched i thise Do
comimunes which has shown strong impacts o enhance
ke biecl e o Bnrrmsesrs o IERM. T Ha Mam, fonr CAs wene
ilso conducted with the panicipation of more than 400

b=
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Farmser diaries wiere callected  every  Iwo sweeks  and
damape s assessed at three koy stapes of crop anowih
Trabkaal ety shess thas !.|:-||F- af brealmiend sites ares highie
than on reference siles and the cost of rodent manapenment
wns andd prestionde wse are s expensive on realment

sites than on referenoe site al a village scale

Ciivien Lhe suceessiul mesults o date, in 2008 200%, more
“""“'"h' A andd CTRS, croms clistirkec] sosits and demmansing-
tion sites are planned, The project will produce lechnical
dlocimmients i inleerabed i -::-|-::-}_!||. allv-based muwlenl man
apement, such as leatlels, handbooks, audio and yideo
Fagres b pamenedede Do Tarmieers, B owelesr Bor pead b Ehal olyjes tive
thie cooperalion between bocal aulharilies and mass media

areneies will SHH gl b= g ool




PROJECT UPDATES

www.aclar.govau

“We stand back to back, me looking west, you looking east but
we still share the same horizen”,

[Ts .||1.-1||||_=|'..' decplbes the |::-h||rhr|-|;:-|‘|:.-' al thes AL IAR el
Working in conjunction with the Vielnam YWomen's Unicn
VAU The progect is Ted By the Deprartment of Primary Indusines
(P, NS with a shared vision to improve the livelihoods o
sorss of Hhas ||rum-.| sedmmien farimers in Vielam, | |'-I|1:|_! I‘.-1rl||;'||r.|-
tory Action Bescarch women farmers will be provided with the
skill to saiely amnd sustainably produce selecied  imdigenous
vepelables tor markels acnmss the region,

Three commiines dn The ||-e'-w|'-_u formesd Tan Sop digielel, Minh
Dai, Xuan Dai, and Xuan Son, have been selected for the initial
stage with the lomg-term aim ol spresding the wark tooal least
three other districis.

Workshops

Duiring the Apnl sasit by the Austealian project team, Virgin
Brunton, project leader, Jenny Ekman, postharvest specialist and
Michaslle Smith, preogect oo, u--::-rL!.hup\ weere conducted i
each of the communes. Together with stafi from the Cenbre for
Apgrarian Svsiems Research and Development (CASRAD, Flnl
Protection Sub-dopartment (PPsD and the VWL wamen famers
el F:u.irhl Pjralinry r||.|'|_l_||1-::-.l||;' losnls 1 sebec] F:-|1|1-|1r|.|| |||||hgl=|1ru_|'\.
vepolables that best suited Ltheir needs. Commune teams have
iy Begun lo wiork with progect officer, Phan Thuy Hien tooiden-
lity ways thal supporting instibetions can ensure they have the
Capacily o ||r41-|||||:'|:' thee sebsclesd] '.'llglll.illle-h I 4 marketalle

standarl.

Another workshop was conducted by Lo Toan, PPsD with

'\.||F:-||-::-r| i Bael The Thar amd Le Thie Mhaim of CASEALD and

WAWL project assistant Dao Thi Hanh and in June 2008, Local
1

Increasing the skills of women
in the safe production,
promotion and utilisation of
indigenous vegetables in
Vietnam (AGB/2006/112)

By Michelie Smith and Virginia Brunton

allie ors, exlenspon '.1'rrr|‘:1-r:~__ andd VU membsers ol distriet anad
commune level were trained (o

- wincderstand the benedits of parlicipatory approacbies

- expenonce examples of activities and tools to apply in the
Haled

- be able 1o apply this approach o implementing project
aClnvlnes,

This sl ensuee thal Berrmers” necds are central to The research

al all slages in the project.

Capacity building

A feam imom CASEAD = |||'||::||;'rl¢'|nc||'|g research 1o estalilish
economic benchmarks and market potential jor the selected
indigenous vogelables, 1 s wlso expected that the Astralian
team will undenake esource development to aid in the train-
g ol larmess prariig |||.|r|'!.-' i sade use ol ©hem .||\.__ st Al
ilisease control and soil management.

Australian component

Ay ':u.nrr ol 1hie [ I the DI bs l,'.-'vl;lrlu;lng wilth Oy il
Vielnamese women farmers in the Sydney Basin. Like their
comnterparts e Viemam  these waomen bave oien been
isolated irom traditional forms of Govemnmenl suppor. The
||n:|i-e:-|'1 = I:ri.||||r|H ditierent  vamelies of bitler melon o
Momordica charantia with the aim of extending both the
produciien fovel and the grnyving seasom for The vegelabbe in

the Sydney Basin.

For iather inforvation, please contact;

fls Viegmia Bumion, Caosford Homouhoral instiue, BSW 0P
E-mail: wirginia. b ol pi.new. e

O (3r Phan Thuy Hien

E-mall: phanthiyhicrsyabao com



Investigations into the maintenance and | 0

transmission of highly pathogenic avian ——
influenza (HPAI) H5N1 in domestic duck -Ilu__"*""'
populations in the Mekong Delta of
Viet Nam (AH/2004/040)

foern Henning. Kate Henning, Nguven Tone Ha, Ngo Thanh Long, Joanne Meers,
Pham Phong Vi, Dong Manh Hos, Le Hong Phong

Highly pathogenic avian intlienza H5N1 vins has been causing outbreaks of
disease in poulry and deaths in humans since 2003 Indonesia and Yietnam are o
of the countries most severely afiected by HANT HPAL in terms of both liman and
pouiltry hoalth, Despite the control messures introduced i these counfries, cases of
HPAL infection continge o ocour in peophe and pouliey, A three-sear project swas
estabfishiod in 2006 o mvestizate the proposed  role of ducks as maimlenance hosis
for HSMT infechion. Longitudinal stwdics are being conducted in both countries 1o
examing the patterns of infection over a | 2-manth perod among ducks and
in-contact ¢hickens on small-scale commercial and backyand farms.

In Vietmam, five smallholder duck fams were selectod from 16 '.'lll.igt'h in |'Egh-l
disiricts of four provinces [Ben Tre, Tien Giang, %oc Trang, Dong Thap) in the
Pekong Delta o paicipate in the sy, The flocks were monitered at bi-maonthly
iflervals, with seven ducks and three chickens sampled from each fam. When
availabile, samplis were also obtained from unvaccinaled sentine| birds, Crsestion
naires were used Lo collect infermation on changes in flock stneciure, husbandny
practices, marketing, health status of ducks, HPAI athreaks and 1lock vaccination
stalrs, Blood samples and swabs were collected and lested sor the presence of H5
antibodies or virus, rspectively.

T date, diagnosiic resulls o ~|.|1I'|'r|'|||.“1. i banr Collection ime= have  Been
compiled, Most of the birds in the study were reported by the farmers o be vaco-
nated]. The antibody prevalence in vaccinated ducks and chickens was 56% and
19%, respectively from > 4 weeks post vaccination. Mo modality due to HPAL was
reported in any of the study villages. The results sugpest that, although some binds
failed 1o produce protective antibody titres iollowing vaccination, the flock imm-
r1i1:.-' was abille bo prrevent HPAL disease outhreaks in the fsce of Irecpueent exposure il
birds o HPAL H5 field vines Gindicated by 16% and 13% of unvaccinaled sentine
thcks and chickens, respectively carmving HY antibodiest, However, this must be
iterpreted with caulion becase an incormect recording of the vacoination siatus
could have contoumdid the resulis trom The sentine] birds. Mevied hisless The levels of
vins shodding were vory low with H5 vins being detected in swabs from only one
parm in the study villages over the four sampling perods.

Analysis od the full data set from the longitudinal stody will be conducted shoely 1o
elucidate the robe played by ducks in the maimtenance of H5M1 virus. This informa-
Fiars swei I Tneedpe b bt omslesrstanad the epidemiolegy of the disease in dix ks andl 1as
assisl policy-makers in developing improved HPAL control measures and surveil-
lance sltralegies, Mil-l'lilurlrl__u; inbescRiow i chic ks ey |‘11‘|1'| s rechice the risk of vins
Iransmission fo oiher poultry species and o humans

Fawr durtheesr inkormation, please contact:

Dir |oerg, Henning, LCr

Errmnil: | heenmirpifing e ou

Cir [ Mpiven Thanh Eomg, Begsonal Animeal
Healeh Diffsce Paa b

Evreril: n.Llanpithicmovnn.m 11

T e g e - Al e L

A case-control shely was also conducted in Vietnam te identify flock-level risk
factom associaled] with the HEAD outbreaks that occurred irom December 2006 1o
January 2007 in the Mekong Delta region. B appeared thal vaccination stabes, olhoer
prasltey species kept on he tanm and the presence of visitors al the farm were the
st important nsk factors.




ACIAR
QuUT RIA3
CLOSING CEREMONY CAPACITY BUILDING
AND TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER IN APPLIED
FENETI# OF AQUATIC

1 eder Hhee '-.Il.-.llr.u.r.-.r'\.lli-l_r.l e Avpetialian Ceordie for Idesiaticrial -"|_:_;'r.'r tatfiral Research (ACIAR], Research irsbifeiles for
Aruaculiure No. 3 co-coordinated with Cueensland University af Technology 1o hold the training course “Applied
I|'.l|'.l|'.l|'|'ll.-|'.|ll'h'.l Boenelics fear AfpLIatIc Spacdies ™

The purpose of Lhis training is lo improve research capacity in population genetics for scientists and teachers of instibates and
universilies o Yielnaim

s Iraabmni N Cours: was et 10 Pevie slapges:

First stage (1518 fan 20085 All participants of this course weere Laaght theory of apgalicd pepalation genstics for acguatic
species and to combine with practicing DNA analysis of mud crab (Scytla sp. | by PCR lechnology in the laboratorny.

Sprnnd] slages (TE-20 fjun 28 All [raprlicipanis studsed The thesary of vamous methods 10 genelics such as: microsalellibes,
AFLP’s, PCR, and experimental design in population penetics. Participants also analysed ireshwater crabs collected in
Wietnam by PCR technology, Concurrently with studying thesory, parbicipants were abao instrocted e use amd analyse data on

some specialised software that are applied in population genetics, such as: Mega, Arlequin, FSTAT, TCS version 2.1
There were hwo lecturers irom Cueensland University o Technology - Australia: Associate Prof. Dr Peler Mather, and Dr
Cravid Hureomd, and PRI Candidate Le Van Chi - Besearch Institute for Aquaculiuee Mo, § to conduct the feashing of this

training course, All participants are the scientists and teachers lo come inom Besearch Instite for Aquacaliure Mo, 1, 3 and
Cuy Mahian | Iviveersily, Ml Trane Ulniversily

Al the end of the course, Dy Mauyen Thi Xuan Thu - Director of Research Institute for Agquaculture No.3 and Associate Proi.

[ Peteer Mather presenied the course cedificale o these parlicipands

Truong Quoc Thai
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The John Allwright fellowship:
opportunities and challenges

'TRAINING CORNER

. .'.EWHIF-W#J

In Oclober 2006, a greal event happened o me. | oblained a
lohn Alkwright Fellowship 1o sdy for a PhD degreo at the
University of Western Australia LWAS, a beatinl and repu.
table university in Mustralia. The Felloyship gave me the
oppotunity o work with professional scientists in Agriculiural
andl Besource Economics and Lo gain experience in a modemn
educational system. The unigue characlenstics of the scholar.
ship bring me chances o fudher my studies, as well as
challenges that segquire much personal efio.

Helpiul assistance from ACIAR in Vietnam and Australia |s
encouraging me bo overcome obstacles in study, social life and
living in a difierent culture. AL times, these stnigeles have been
exhaeting. Howover, assistance plans have been pot foaether
that incliude an ofemalion program, English course, housing
and tutoring etc. These key factors have helped me to face the
challenges andl o concentrate on my study.,

Duiring the scholarship period, | have a chance o establish a
research network with other colleagees attending the fraining
workshops or conierences organised annually in Canberra, The
scholaship becomes more meanimgl when 1 can undedake
tield trips in Vietnam for my research, also, The field trips will
help enhance my research capacity and increase my potential
contribation 1o Vielnam's economy. A ypical beneiil of the
scholarship is thal, afler finishing my study, | will have a
chance to obtain a research grant supported by ACIAR ioe
developing or applying the knowledze | have gained. The
benedits mentioned above are great, bat at the same time, (he
challenges that anise are obvioos, espocially in lanpuapge amd
research,

Lsing English language 5 a challenge that | have faced from
commencement until now. The challenge is nol only in
academic writing but alse in giving verhal explanations of my
work. The ditficulty is transieming and expressing my thinking
irom Vietnamese into English. Researc hing in English is not an
vasy lask, even bor native speakers. The challenge here is that |
have Been too busy in my research to spend much lime practic.
ing English. Before commencing

the course, ability in Enelish B necessary, bl it nesds o be
doveloped continuoes |y during the study period.

| would share the experience that, ‘Betore and after arrival in
Avstralia, iry o place voursellin a situation swhene you should
use English all the time. The university’s English recuirement
i5 just Dhe skarting point; wou can achiewe i b that does el
Mean v can survive in uni-life’.

Ph} study in LAWA is totally difierent from my experience as a
Masters and Unchergraduale student in Vielnam, In general, a
PhD} recpires one o contribute original ideas to global knowl-
eddge. I olher wards oo shoubd say sosmething new, 1F s nol
easy 1o conceplualise an academic problem up o PRI level.
Do a PhEY is a long Dhp with many anxielies, much citord
and stress. In fact, obtaining new ideas, gathering information,
critically analvsing results amd develogang ileas are mol easy.
These are hard, and can cause one 1o feel tired, o be
exhavsted and to experience headaches,

Al he same Bime as recervng bemsefits trom the john Allwright
Fellowship, | ace many challonges. But | think this is a gokden
aaprorbundty for e nold ondy T gain knowledge, o broaden my
mind and to improve my confidence, but also for it to be a
period of wider personal development and growth in maturity.
With all my personal effort | will finish my PhIY on lime, as
expecied by my family, iriends, college and ACIAR,
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| sbill remember the |'m-|ir'|__r; ahen | knew that | eould %1u||:.-' at the Umiversity of Cuecnsland with the jobn |"';||ri__F:|'|I [‘I.'“I'Ih'.-"\l:'lill
scholarship. Tundersiood that it would not enly be a good epportunity bt it would also have challenges. The most difficult and
it ant thing ior me weas that Dhad o deal with the English Bnguage. This sesmed o be more of a streggle wehen Diist came
o Anrstralia in Febmary, 2007 than | thought, Honestly, Toouldn't understand what people were sayving to me and how 1o pass
the IELTS was always inomy head - that was so stressiul, | imed totalk to anvone on the way toand ivoim ani in order to praciise
Eniglish,

Keparding the cost of living in Australia, for example, let’s make a companson of one sandwich. It costs about 6.5 AL while
anly 25 cenls in Yistnam, ."';1'1||.i||:.-. | have mob besen weorrieo absout the living costs in Australia becase my allmyance is
enough lo pay for ordinary student living.

It is waorth moting for siudents who am going o leave Vietnam jor study in Ausiralia thal vou should be familiar with a new
ronaline. This inchudes no nap aiter linch, & lob ol walking, taking a bus timetable with you. However, when you ged wsed o the
nevy shudyfwork schedule you will feel pood about siudving here. The knosvledpe that we zain can be well wilised once we
et lo Vietnam. Also, students have abundant chances 1o discover this malticultural country.

Meguyen Thi My Phung
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