PARTNERS FOR RESEARCH IN DEVELOPMENT 

Guidelines for authors, editors and contributors
What is ACIAR?

The Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research (ACIAR) is an Australian Government statutory authority that operates as part of Australia’s aid program within the portfolio of Foreign Affairs and Trade. Established in 1982, ACIAR contributes to the aid program objectives of advancing Australia’s national interest through poverty reduction and sustainable development by investing in collaborative research in agriculture. 

ACIAR commissions research groups and institutions to carry out agricultural research projects in partnership with counterpart organisations in developing countries. Research funded by ACIAR aims to help developing countries to help themselves, by contributing to solving agricultural problems and building research capacity.

Australia shares similar agricultural systems and environments with many of its developing-country partners.  ACIAR assists and encourages agricultural scientists to use their skills for the benefit of developing countries while at the same time working to solve Australia’s own agricultural problems. 

What is Partners magazine?

Partners for Research and Development is ACIAR’s flagship publication. It is written for a range of audiences and published three times per year, featuring articles on ACIAR projects, emerging outcomes from these projects, and the impacts in developing countries and Australia.  Contributions are regularly made by international agricultural research centres.

To see an online version of Partners please visit www.aciar.gov.au/node/2081.
Objectives of Partners
The purpose of Partners is to:

· promote ACIAR and its work

· promote international agricultural research including by the Consultative Group of International Agricultural Research (CGIAR) centres.

· communicate the progress, impacts, outcomes and results of ACIAR projects 

· strengthen and reinforce the ACIAR brand and support Australian Government posts with public diplomacy strategies

· complement communication strategies for ACIAR projects 

· provide readers with a practical understanding of ACIAR’s role and work.

Target audiences

The targeted audience is wide-ranging and includes all ACIAR stakeholders including: 

· Australian and partner-country agricultural policy- and decision-makers

· Australian and partner-country agricultural scientists

· partner organisation managers and staff

· the international agricultural research and aid sector, including International Agricultural Research Centres, the United Nations and other international agencies and non-government organisations

· aspiring scientists and students

· agricultural extension workers 

· lead farmers

· Australian Government 

· tertiary students of agriculture, in Australia and in developing countries, many with English as a second language. 

Themes and content 

A general theme is set for each copy of partners.  

Copy for the magazine should include:

· a majority of stories as features, along with some news stories (as well as the “Round up” section of news-in-brief stories)

· a mix of stories that are farmer-focused and science-focused.

· a mix of material including practical examples of outcomes of projects, progress reports on projects and programs. 
· stories focusing on impacts as well as the science (e.g. how are farmers implementing change, using new tools etc.).

· articles without too much scientific detail, but include enough to make it worth reading for people with a technical background. 
· relevant quotes from in-country project leaders and farmers (a sentence or two). If you can’t actually speak to or email them, then ask the Australian project leader to help. 
· mention the collaborators and collaborating organisations, incorporating smoothly within text.

Key messages include:

· stress the partnership mode of operation - the collaborative nature of ACIAR research between Australian and developing-country scientists and others working in partnerships;

· impacts of the research in terms of poverty reduction, sustainable development and improving livelihoods of farmers (including impacts on real people);

· key ACIAR priorities (programs in each country are highly focused);

· a whole-of-government approach (linkages between other Australian departments and agencies, including AusAID, DFAT, DAFF, AGO etc.);

· linkages between government agencies, NGOs, private and commercial sector, farmers, both in Australia and in-country;

· multilateral links (involvement of the IARCs, UN etc.);

· linkages between projects where applicable.

· benefits of the research not only to the developing country but also to Australia;

· research in line with ACIAR’s current Annual Operational Plan (www.aciar.gov.au/Annual_Operational_Plan), current Australian Government policies relating to aid, and the UN Millennium Development Goals (www.un.org/millenniumgoals).
Style
· Avoid overuse of jargon and acronyms wherever possible. 

· Include suggested titles.

· Include a one-sentence precede.

· Include summary of partner country(ies), project number(s), title(s), contact name(s) and email(s). 

· If articles are written by a project leader or someone involved with the project, they should be written in the first person, and include personal anecdotes/observations where possible. Otherwise, if written by a journalist, they should be written in the third person.

· For journalists, when interviewing project leaders, please ask them to supply a selection of high-resolution images and captions.

· It is the responsibility of the author (whether this is a journalist or a scientist involved in the project) to get approval of the relevant project leader(s) before submitting final text. The names of the approving project leaders must be clearly marked at the top of the manuscript.

· Ensure project leaders and other interviewees and information sources are given follow-up information on the article—in particular, when and if it will be published etc. This goes a long way to ensuring goodwill and assistance next time around.

· Spell out acronyms when first used within each article.

· Follow ACIAR’s agreed style sheet (see ACIAR guide for authors, editors, proofers and designers)
